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Notes on a Fishing Excursion to 

the Duckmaloi River. 

 

At this season of the year, when fishing excursions 

are the order, and parties are on the look-out for a 

nice quiet spot to spend the holiday, with a certainty 

of getting good sport, let me recommend them to the 

following:- 

It having been my lot to spend a few weeks at 

Oberon in carrying out a Government contract, the 

genial  host of the Royal Hotel, Mr. Thomas Naylor, 

invited me to a fishing trip out to the Duckmaloi 

River, situated about seven or eight  miles from 

Oberon. Having accepted the invite, at 2.30, our 

genial host, his right-hand man Bill, and myself, 

having taken our seats with all the necessary 

requisites for a pleasant outing, with Captain and 

Charlie in their collars, we set out for our 

destination. 

Arriving there I was at once struck with its 

appearnce [sic]. Our sporting friends can imagine a 

beautiful sheet of water with a depth of 5 to 16 feet, 

about 150 yards long. lined [sic] here and there with 

black wattle and nice little patches of green bank to 

fish off, with rocks bulging and a here and there; and 

about midway a large rock jutting out into 

midstream, leaving a nice cove with deep water 

close up. We made for this rock and at once 

prepared to try our luck. The “boss” was first in, and 

almost immediately he exclaimed “I’ve got him!”  

and landed a nice little cod. Without waiting to 

finish my floater I lost no time in getting my line 

out, but but [sic] although I put on a lively worm I 

failed to get any return. So leaving the others in 

possession I shouldered my rods and some bait and 

went for fresh fields and pastures new. After passing 

several . . . 

Bathurst Free Press & Mining Journal, 24 December 1894 
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Figure 17.1 The Macquarie River Catchment showing major waterways and key localities 
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17.1 Early European Accounts 

The first European account of fish in the Macquarie Catchment was recorded by George Evans in his journal in 

November 1813. He caught fish, thought to be cod, from the Fish River near the present site of Tarana:  ‘We 

shot ducks and caught several trout weighing at least 5 or 6 pounds each’ (Mackaness, 1965). The following 

year a team of road builders led by William Cox returned to the Fish River and provided the first account of 

‘cod’ in the Murray Darling Basin, recording an abundance of fish: ‘They brought some fish with them, which 

proved to be rock cod, weighing about 5 lb. each. / During their stay they caught 10 fish, and state that had the 

water not run so strong they would have caught as many as they pleased’ (Mackaness, 1965). Many early 

accounts report an abundance of cod in the Fish, Campbell and Macquarie Rivers near Bathurst and their 

importance as a food source to the residents:  

 

The Bathurst cod have been caught of the weight of seventy pounds, but those of thirty pounds weight are very 

common. They are a most delicious fish too, and voracious for bait; but as one of moderate size will always 

suffice you at a time, you have never to troll long ere you have something better than a "glorious nibble" to 

boast of on returning (Cunningham, 1827).  

 

Naturalist Rene Lesson, reporting on his visit to Bathurst in 1824, provided a reliable indication of the typical 

size encountered of the cod captured at that time:  

 

est communément longue de 10 pouces, bien que nous en ayons vu des individus ayant plus de deux pieds, et 

ces individus pesant soixante livres, au dire de M. Morisses, gouverneur du poste militaire = it is commonly 10 

inches long, although we saw individuals of them more than two feet long, and there are individuals weighing 

up to sixty pounds, according to the statement of Mr Morisses, governor of the military post (Lesson, 1830).  

 

The cod were also present in the smaller streams such as the Evans Plains Creek, near Bathampton: ‘Procured 

a cod-fish from a creek of the river Macquarie, which we crossed in our way, weighing nineteen pounds’ 

(Taylor, 1823), and were common into the very headwaters of this catchment:  

 

There is a singular circumstance connected with these inland waters not undeserving of notice. Those flowing 

to the westward, or the interior of the continent, abound in a species of perch, or cod, as they are called in the 

colony, of which the waters flowing to the eastward are entirely destitute; and the ultimate direction of any 

stream of unknown destination found winding along the trackless ravines of the intervening mountains, can be 

determined with the utmost certainty from this circumstance” (Lang, 1852). 

 

Early in Bathurst’s history a second type of fish known as ‘perch’ or ‘bream’ was reported as being commonly 

caught in the local rivers:  

 

we proceeded to a settler's farm at O'Connell plains, also on the Fish river (1½ miles) / Here the fish bit readily. 

They consist  both in the Fish river and in the Macquarie, into which it runs, of only two kinds,—one a fresh-

water tasted, perch-like fish, and the other more cod-like, and sometimes growing to the size of twenty pounds 

weight (Taylor, 1823).  

 

The identity of the ‘perch’, now known as Macquarie perch, was revealed by Rene Lesson, who captured and 

ate examples he caught from the Macquarie River at Bathurst in 1824. He named the species Macquaria 

australasia, returning one small specimen to France and publishing a colour illustration of the species (Lesson, 

1825; 1826). Thomas Hobbes Scott (Thomas ‘Hobbescote’ in the French records) forwarded two examples to 
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France for examination by Baron Georges Cuvier who implied a common origin for the three specimens he 

possessed and confirmed that the holotype came from Bathurst:  

 

Mais MM. Lesson et Garnot nous apprennent que l’espèce arrive à une grande taille. Sa chair est très-délicate. 

Elle se prend à Bathurst, ville nouvellement fondée sur la rivière Maquarie, à cent cinquate milles de son 

embouchure. = But Messrs Lesson and Garnot teach us that the species arrives at a big size. Its flesh is very-

delicate. It is caught in Bathurst, city lately founded on the Macquarie river (Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1830).  

 

Other accounts clearly demonstrate that the ‘perch’ was abundant in the rivers of the upper Macquarie in the 

early years: ‘The large cod and bream (as they are called) of the waters falling westerly, which by reason of 

their voracious nature are easily taken by the angler’ (Cunningham, 1825). They, along with the cod, clearly 

provided a reliable food source for the first European settlers:  

 

our breakfast-table was never without beefsteaks, roast wild duck, fried bream and potatoes, besides the more 

usual accompaniments of pancakes, eggs, cream, and bread superior to any out of Sydney. The bream is caught 

in all the rivers, bites very fast, and is nearly as large as the salt-water fish of the same name caught on the 

coast. The cod is the most remarkable fish at Bathurst, and it is not unfrequently caught as heavy as fifty, sixty, 

and even ninety pounds ; when caught in large quantities, they are generally dried, and may be seen in this 

state hanging up inside the roofs of the settlers' houses (Campbell et al., 1828). 

 

In 1818 John Oxley led an expedition along the Macquarie River to Wellington Valley, located on the Bell River. 

Prior to his departure, he recorded the capture a new species of fish, clearly being the first European account 

of the Catfish. As his camp was located on the Bell River it was most likely captured from that water:  

 

A new species of fish was caught, having four smellers above and four under the mouth; the hind part of it 

resembled an eel, it had one dorsal fin, and four other fins, with a white belly; it measured twenty-one inches 

and a half, and weighed about two pounds three quarters” (Oxley, 1820).  

 

In 1828 Charles Sturt explored the lower Macquarie River and, near the present site of Trangie, recorded the 

capture of fish by the local indigenous people including ‘Seven fine bream’ (Sturt, 1833). Although the ‘bream’ 

cannot be identified with certainty, they were probably Silver perch. 

 

Lawrence Struilby recorded the fishing practices of the local Wiradjuri aborigines in the late 1830s at Baroo 

Narang Station on the Macquarie River, located between Bathurst and the Turon River. During a canoe trip 

down the river to a corroboree he wrote:  

 

We found the blacks in high preparation to “catch munge” – fish. Dick had been acting, with dancing and 

grimace, the pantomime of the opossum fastening on Ash’s head. They were on the bank beneath a great 

stringy bark tree, not mending, but making their nets. This is always done by the gins, when they are present. 

We were interested in the process. One with his wammerah raised off a strip of bark, which he pulled upwards 

till he brought down its fibre twenty or thirty feet long. He handed it to another, who twisted it along his thigh 

with a roll of his palm; and gave it to the next, who finished the twisting; and the others looped it into a strong 

and close net. When finished, it was put on a hoop of wattle sapling, and formed a crescent drag-net. This again 

was tied on a long pole of currywang wattle, and with it they dragged several little bays and nooks in the river, 

and pulled out lots of small fresh-water cod, or Peel’s perch, for breakfast. They also got a kind of fresh-water 

muscle which they eat; but we did not fancy it (Graham, 1863). 
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In 1830 Baron Georges Cuvier published a formal description for the Macquarie perch, 

Macquaria australasica, along with this colour illustration, based on a specimen collected by 

Rene Lesson at Bathurst in 1824. Two other specimens held in France collected by Thomas 

Hobbe Scott around the same time may have come from the Macquarie and they were recorded 

in 1870 in the Bell River. Image reproduced from the Histoire naturelle des poisons, 1830, with 

the permission of the State Library of Victoria. 

 

Naturalist George Bennet described the fishing practices of aboriginal people in the Fish River near Bathurst 

(Bennett, 1834). He later reported the stranding of a giant Murray cod in the Cudgegong River during a severe 

drought: ‘January 12th, 1836. An enormous head of the River codfish of the Colonists. This fish was found 

entangled and struggling near the bank in a pond of the Cudjegong River, was killed and brought on shore. It 

weighed upwards of 120 lbs’ (Bennett, 1864). John Hood wrote of dining on cod taken from the Bell River in 

December 1841: ‘fish was on table, a luxury seldom known in the bush; it was a kind of cod, caught in the Bell 

River, and very like, in shape, the salt water cod-fish; its taste was excellent’ (Hood, 1853). Further upstream 

substantial numbers of native fish were present at Molong with a large flood stranding fish in 1858 (Sydney 

Morning Herald, 23 March 1858) Apart from cod the Bell River held other species of large fish. The report on 

the Intercolonial Exhibition held in 1870 recorded that Macquaria australasica were found in the Bell River 

(NSW, 1871).  

 

The discovery of gold by Edward Hargraves in the Lewis Ponds Creek at Ophir near Bathurst in 1851 

precipitated a rush of prospectors to the region, including the Turon River. Samuel Wright wrote how, in 1852, 

the lower Turon had ‘waterholes, unpolluted as yet by mud, abounded in fish, perch and cod’ (Wright, 1916). 

In the nearby Macquarie River cod were so abundant that one miner in the 1870s constructed a boat and 

‘made a good living fishing on a commercial basis’ on the Macquarie River near Hill End (Hodge, 1973). There 

were also significant fish stocks in the Maroo or Merindee Creek at Worlds End, a prospector writing ‘There 

are some magnificent waterholes in the creek teeming with fish’ (Sydney Morning Herald, 11 July 1851). 

 
Photograph 17.1 Cuvier’s Macquarie Perch 
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Photograph 17.2 Gunther’s Golden Perch 

 

17.2 The Past Distribution of Fishes in the Macquarie River Catchment  

The Sustainable Rivers Audit (Davies et al., 2008) divided the Macquarie Catchment into a lowland zone 

(downstream from Gin Gin), a slopes zone (upstream to Long Point and Gulgong), an upland zone (upstream to 

Bathurst and Rylstone) and a montane zone beyond the latter locations. The original physical form of the 

Macquarie River, from Long Point as far downstream as the top of Burrendong Dam, flowed through a highly 

confined valley without a significant flood plain. It warrants to be treated as upland habitat downstream to 

that point. In the Cudgegong River the river is confined as far downstream as Mudgee where the valley widens, 

representing the commencement of slopes habitat. The upland zone is treated here as extending downstream 

to Mudgee and the top of Burrendong Dam. Below Narromine the river has the characteristics of a typical 

lowland river, being of low gradient and effectively unconfined. The lowland zone is treated here as being 

downstream of Narromine. These amendments to the Sustainable Rivers Audit habitat zones have been used 

in the following discussion.  

 

Much of the information presented below comes from quite a number of detailed written accounts of native 

fish populations in this catchment from the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It is supported by oral 

history from senior residents recalling both their own experiences, and stories told to them by past 

generations (mainly OH 1-21) and some early detailed newspaper accounts. Very few old photographs of 

catches of native fish in this catchment have been located. A number of illustrations of fish created by early 

naturalists survive as well as some important museum specimens. 

 
In 1871 Albert Gunther of the British Museum described a new species of fish a specimen 

of which he received from an undisclosed location on the Macquarie River. Naming the 

species Ctenolates macquariensis his report represented the first confirmed account of 

golden perch in the Macquarie Catchment. However, John Richardson subsequent to the 

voyage of the Erebus and Terror had described the species in 1846, mistakenly from 

Western Australia, and so Gunther’s name was not valid. Reproduced from The 

Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, with the permission of the State Library 

of Victoria. 
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17.2.1 The Montane Zone 

There is conclusive evidence of three native fish species being present in the montane zone at the time of 

European settlement: Trout cod, Macquarie perch and Blackfish. The holotypes for Trout cod and Macquarie 

perch were collected by Lesson from the Macquarie River at Bathurst in February 1824 (Lesson, 1825). The 

holotypes still exist and their origin is recorded in a number of detailed accounts from that time (Lesson 1825, 

1828; Cuvier & Valenciennes 1829, 1830).  

 

Cod were very common to abundant in some montane waters, notably the Fish and Macquarie Rivers. Ten cod 

were caught by William Cox’s work gang who stated that they could have ‘caught as many as they pleased’ 

(Mackaness, 1965). The cod penetrated to the headwaters of the catchment (Lang, 1852) including the Mt. 

David area (Hanrahan, OH 25), and were very common in the Duckmaloi River seven to eight miles from 

Oberon (Bathurst Free Press & Mining Journal, 24 December 1894). The only concrete evidence of which 

species of cod was present is the Trout cod holotype. Two specimens recorded as Maccullochella 

macquariensis by the Australian Museum from the Fish River in 1882 no longer survive (Australian Museum 

database). Occasional captures of Murray cod take place in some montane waters, notably in the upper 

Cudgegong River, but the species has been stocked and there is no conclusive evidence of their original 

presence in the montane zone. An account of very large cod up to 90 lb. (40.9 kg) near Bathurst (Campbell et 

al., 1828), suggests that Murray cod were present. One description of a cod being green and yellow, suggests it 

could have been a Murray cod (Bathurst Free Press & Mining Journal, 24 December 1894). First-hand accounts 

of Trout cod being formerly common in the upland zone (Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14), second hand oral 

history of them being common upstream of Bathurst (Smith; OH 1), combined with evidence of Trout cod 

being prevalent in the upper Lachlan and Murrumbidgee Rivers suggests that many of the reported cod 

captures near Bathurst and upstream were probably Trout cod with Murray cod also regularly taken. 

 

The ‘perch’ or ‘bream’, reported captured near Bathurst in early accounts, were almost certainly Macquarie 

perch. The holotype and first-hand oral history (Maher, OH 5; Sawell, OH 7; Haskins, OH 8) confirms the 

species existence in the montane zone and is supported by a news story specifically recording Macquarie 

perch being caught by Oberon Anglers (Sydney Morning Herald, 14 March 1908). The other ‘bream’ of the 

western rivers, Silver perch, may also have been caught, but there is no conclusive evidence of their presence. 

Like cod, Macquarie perch penetrated to the very headwaters of the system near Oberon in the Duckmaloi 

River and the Campbells River near Mt. David (Maher, OH 5; Hanrahan, OH 25). An early account describes the 

“bream” as being very reliably caught (Campbell et al., 1828). Newspaper stories record that the Fish River was 

‘full of perch’ (Sydney Morning Herald, 27 November 1909), listing several catches of  half a dozen “bream” 

from the same water (Sydney Morning Herald, 18 December 1909) and combined with the oral counts 

suggests that Macquarie perch had been very common to abundant. Blackfish were recorded as being present 

in the Fish River and museum specimens were sourced from the Cudgegong River near Rylstone (Ogilby, 1913). 

More recent oral accounts indicate that they were once fairly abundant in the upper Cudgegong River 

(Haskins, OH 8) and the Macquarie River, near Bathurst (Inward, OH 16). 

 

Golden perch, and probably Silver perch, were present in small numbers in the montane zone. There is a 

second hand account of Golden perch in the Fish River (Sawell, OH 7) and John Lake (1959) suggested they had 

been present in the Campbells River in the 1920s. He also stated that 540 Golden perch from the Murray River 

were translocated to Chifley Dam. Occasional captures from montane habitat in the Cudgegong River are 

confirmed as having occurred prior to stockings (Robbins, OH 12). Silver perch have not been reliably recorded 

from the montane zone, but were reported to be common in the upland zone (Thompson, OH 13) and 

probably had a minor presence further upstream. Catfish have been reported from just downstream of 

Bathurst (Burrow, OH 11) and were regularly taken, and nests observed near Rylstone in the Cudgegong River 
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(Robbins, OH 12). One was recently captured from the Fish River (Stock, OH 6). The evidence suggests that 

Catfish had a significant permanent presence in the rivers of the montane zone.  

 

17.2.2 The Upland Zone 

A notable feature of the Macquarie River is ‘The Forge’, a rocky gorge with a small waterfall located about half 

way between Bathurst and Hill End. This obstacle is a substantial barrier to upstream fish movement, passage 

around it being available only during very large floods. There is evidence that it influenced the distribution of 

native fish in the upper Macquarie River. In 1889 it was reported that there were ‘five distinct varieties’ of fish 

that could be taken below ‘The Forge’ including ‘cod, perch and bream’ but only two above (Bathurst Free 

Press & Mining Journal, 31 December 1889). As most of the upland habitat in the Macquarie River is 

downstream of ‘The Forge’ the discussion below focuses on that reach of river.  

 

First-hand accounts, combined with the oral history of local families (Thompson, OH 13;  Burns, OH 14; Uren, 

OH 15; Inward, OH 16) and a number of early written accounts, indicate that Murray cod, Trout cod, 

Macquarie perch, Silver perch, Catfish and Blackfish were formerly common to abundant in the upland zone. In 

the Macquarie River cod were caught in numbers by indigenous people using nets (Graham, 1863) and near 

Hill End supported an early commercial fishery (Hodge, 1973). One fishing party took 200 lb. (90.1 kg)  of cod 

ranging from two to twenty lb. (0.9 to 9 kg) in three days at ‘The Forge’ (National Advocate, 9 February 1907) 

and a photograph records a large catch of cod taken at Long Point in 1955 (MAC1). Herb Thompson, the oldest 

resident at Hill End, provided a very good description of Trout cod and easily identified the species in 

photographs. In the 1930s both cod species were very common, though Trout cod were more prevalent than 

Murray cod near Hill End in both the Macquarie and Turon Rivers (Thompson, OH 13). Supporting first-hand 

accounts indicate that as late as the 1950s Trout cod were common in the Macquarie River (Burns, OH 14) and 

present in the Crudine and Ophir Creeks (Burns, OH 14; Uren, OH 15). Trout cod were also present in the 

Pyramul Creek (Thompson, OH 13). Cod are reported to have undertaken migrations into the upland zone with 

local opinion being that Trout cod were largely resident, and Murray cod migratory (National Advocate, 13 

January 1925; Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14). 

 

First-hand oral accounts exist of “white eye” or Macquarie perch having been common in a number of upland 

waters, including the Macquarie and Turon Rivers (Thompson, OH 13; Auld, OH 4), and present in the Ophir 

Creek (Uren, OH 15). Silver perch were very common captures in the upland zone near Hill End and reported as 

far upstream as ‘The Forge’ (Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14). They do not appear to have reached Kandos in 

the Cudgegong River (Robbins, OH 12). The oral history suggests that Golden perch were caught sporadically in 

the upland zone (Robbins, OH 12; Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14) with increased captures after major flood 

events (Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14). Catfish are described as having once been present and fairly 

common to abundant in the upland rivers (Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14) with descriptions of nests being 

present (Thompson, OH 13; Robbins, OH 12). Roughley reported that Catfish had been “abundant” in the 

Cudgegong River and Lawsons Creek near Mudgee around 1900 (Roughley, 1951). Oral history recalls that 

Blackfish were common in some upland rivers and creeks (Thompson, OH 13; Lee, OH 17). Roughley described 

the species as having been “prolific” in the Cudgegong River and Lawsons Creek, near Mudgee around 1900 

(Roughley, 1951), and Ogilby (1913) also observed that in some upland waters Blackfish had been abundant, 

directly referring to the towns of Guntawang, Mudgee and Cudgegong.  

17.2.3 The Slopes Zone 

Native fish were originally abundant in the slopes zone. Early accounts describe an ‘inexhaustible supply’ of 

‘cod, perch, and bream’ (Sydney Morning Herald, 9 December 1859) and over a tonne of cod was retrieved at 
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one location near Wellington during a fish kill (NSW Fisheries, 1907). Bill Inward stated that Trout cod were 

regularly captured near Wellington until the 1920s, but were rare after that time (Inward, OH 16). Ian Parks 

reported his grandfather catching Trout cod in the Ponto area (Parks, OH 19) and there were occasional past 

captures near Narromine (Jones, OH 21). The Australian Museum records Maccullochella macquariensis from 

Dubbo in 1887 and Wellington in 1883, 1885 and 1934. Only the 1934 specimens from Wellington still exist. 

The museum supplied a photo of these specimens to the author and they appear to be Murray cod. Physical 

examination is required to confirm their identity. The limited evidence, from oral history, suggest that Trout 

cod were rare at the bottom of the slopes zone, regularly taken in the mid slopes zone and common by the 

upland zone. Murray cod were abundant in the early years, frequently taken up to 50 lb. (Sydney Morning 

Herald, 9 December 1859) and supported a significant commercial fishery (NSW Fisheries, 1898; 1908). 

 

Macquarie perch were regular captures in the Macquarie River near Burrendong and very common in the 

lower Cudgegong River and the Maroo Creek until the 1930s (Inward, OH 16). They have also been recorded 

from the Bell River (NSW, 1871). Silver perch were reported to have been common to abundant near 

Burrendong (Inward, OH 16; Lee, OH 17) and the oral history is supported by a number of photos including 

large captures during the 1950s (MAC2-5). They were also abundant in the Narromine area (Astell, OH 20). 

Golden perch were regularly taken near Wellington (Inward, OH 16; Lee, OH 17; Photos MAC2-3) but were not 

considered to be as abundant as Silver perch (Inward, OH 16). Towards the bottom of the slopes zone, near 

Narromine, Golden perch were taken at times in good numbers and were very common to abundant (Astell, 

OH 20; Jones, OH 21). Oral accounts indicate that Catfish were commonly taken in the Wellington area 

(Inward, OH 16; Lee, OH 17) and are present in a number of photographs (MAC2-4). Further downstream at 

Narromine Catfish were abundant with one catch of 99 fish being taken one night (Astell, OH 20). Blackfish 

were historically common both in the rivers and larger creeks in the slopes zone near Wellington (Inward, OH 

16; Ryan, OH 18; Lee, OH 17).  Ogilby (1893) reported Blackfish being present and spawning in the Bell River. 

 

17.2.4 The Lowland Zone 

In the Macquarie River, downstream of Narromine, the oral history reports that Murray cod, Golden perch, 

Silver perch and Catfish were formerly abundant (Astell, OH 20; Jones, OH 21). All four were also present in 

lagoons, with Catfish being prevalent (Astell, OH 20). The historical evidence, while very limited, suggests that 

Trout cod were rare in the lowland zone and Macquarie perch very rare. Ken Jones reported captures of Trout 

cod near Narromine prior to the species being stocked and that elderly anglers near Warren had occasionally 

caught Trout cod in the past, but they had never been common (Jones, OH 21). Frank Astell did not recall 

Macquarie perch being taken near Narromine (Astell, OH 20). However, former resident Eugene Sharp recalled 

that occasional Macquarie perch were captured near Warren in the early 1950s. Sharpe has provided a 

reasonably good physical description, indicating that the account may be correct (Eugene Sharpe, pers. com.). 

There are no records of Blackfish from the lowland zone, though Ogilby (1913) reported them to have been 

common in lagoons at Walgett just upstream from the confluence of the Macquarie and Barwon Rivers. This 

suggests that they had been common in lagoon habitat along the lower Macquarie and probably present in the 

river itself.  
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17.2.5 Estimates of Native Fish Abundance in the Macquarie River Catchment at European Settlement. 

Presented are the rarity scores used in the Sustainable Rivers Audit (Davies et al., 2008) which were developed 
by an expert panel using historical evidence available prior to 2008. They indicate the probability of capturing a 
particular fish species using standardized survey techniques such as electrofishing. They are compared to those 
developed in the True Tales Project using more recently obtained historical evidence and are based on the 
typical size of angler catches in the oldest accounts. 

Table 17.1 Macquarie River Catchment Rarity Scores 

 Lowland* 
(downstream from 

Narromine) 

 Slopes* 
(Mudgee to 
Narromine) 

 Upland* 

(Bathurst to 
Burrendong;  

Rylstone to Mudgee)  

 Montane 
(upstream of Bathurst 

and Rylstone) 

 
Species 

 
SRA 

True 
Tales 

  
SRA 

True  
Tales 

  
SRA 

True 
Tales 

  
SRA† 

True  
Tales 

Trout cod 0 L1  1 L3  3 5   L5 

Murray cod 3 5  5 5  3 L5   L3 

Golden perch 5 5  5 3  3 U1   L1 

Silver perch 3 5  3 5  1 U3   L1 

Macquarie perch 0 L1  3 3  5 5   L5 

Catfish 5 5  5 5  3 U3   U1 

‘Blackfish’ 0 L1  3 5  5 5   L5 

 

Key 

0 = Absent: no credible account reporting the species former presence 

1 = Rare: a few individual fish could be expected to be taken by a resident angler each year 

3 = Common: regularly taken by a resident angler in small numbers 

5 = Abundant: frequently taken by a resident angler in good numbers 

 

L = abundance at the lower end rating 

U = abundance at the upper end rating 

 

Ratings in bold type supported by multiple accounts or lines of evidence e.g. oral history, newspaper accounts, 

photographs 

 

* Note: The boundaries used for this zone differ slightly from those used in the Sustainable Rivers Audit 

† Rarity scores have not been previously determined for this zone in the Sustainable Rivers Audit.  
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Figure 17.2 Historical Records for Murray cod and Trout cod in the Macquarie River Catchment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 17.3 Historical Records for Native Fish Species other than Cod in the Macquarie River Catchment. 
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Photograph 17.3 ‘The Forge’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photograph 17.4 Long Point Cod 

 

  

 
Photo MAC7. ‘The Forge’, a major obstacle to fish movement on the Macquarie River 

between Bathurst and Hill End photographed c1890. By the 1920’s populations of larger 

native fish species had largely retreated to downstream of this barrier. Attempts to 

improve fish passage by blasting rock in 1922 proved unsuccessful. Photo from the 

collection of Fred Howarth, courtesy of Jim Buchan. 

 
Photo MAC1. The Burns family with a morning’s catch of cod from the Macquarie River near Long 

Point c1955. The catch was reported to include both Murray cod and Trout cod. While the type of cod 

cannot be confirmed the image does demonstrate that cod were very common at the time. Photo 

courtesy of Rick Burns. 
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Photograph 17.5 Wellington Cod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photograph 17.6 Burrendong Catch 

 

 

  

 
 

Photo MAC2. Bruce Lee (left) and Jimmy Zeia with a catch of fish from the Macquarie River 

taken in the ‘Black Mountain Hole’ at the present site of the Burrendong Dam wall c1946. The 

catch includes Murray cod, Golden perch, Silver perch and a Catfish. Photo courtesy of Bruce 

Lee. 

 
These cod specimens, recorded as Maccullochella macquariensis, were collected at Wellington in 

1934, presumably from the Macquarie River, and preserved at the Australian Museum. From the 

markings and body morphology they appear to be Murray cod. Detailed examination is required 

to confirm their identity. Photo copyright of the Australian Museum. 
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17.3 The Changes 

17.3.1 Changes to Native Fish Distribution and Abundance 

In the montane zone the cod population had been depleted at Bathurst by the 1850s and were being sourced 

from Wellington and Forbes to meet the town’s needs for fish (Sydney Morning Herald, 28 September 1858; 23 

September 1874). Regular captures, including juvenile fish, continued in the Fish River up to the First World 

War (Sydney Morning Herald, 18 December 1909), but by the 1920s cod were very rare in montane habitats 

(Maher, OH 5; Robbins, OH 12). Macquarie perch were captured regularly from the Fish and Duckmaloi Rivers 

up to the 1940s, with the last captures occurring during the 1950s (Sydney Morning Herald, 18 December 

1909; Maher, OH 5; Haskins, OH 8; Stock, OH 6; Sawell, OH 7). Blackfish were caught near Bathurst around 

1930 (Inward, OH 16) but were absent in the Duckmaloi and Fish Rivers shortly after that time (Maher, OH 5; 

Haskins, OH 8). Upstream of Rylstone Blackfish were abundant during the 1930s but had dramatically declined 

by the 1980s (Robbins, OH 12). 

 

In the upland zone the oral history records that by the 1930s the fishery near Hill End had significantly declined 

but was still considered to be reasonably good (Thompson, OH 13; Burns, OH 14). By that time cod had 

become scarce in the Macquarie River, upstream of ‘The Forge’ (Burrow, OH 11; Jim Buchan, pers. com.). In 

the Turon River native fish were scarce upstream of Sofala (Thompson, OH 13; Pearce, OH 3). Trout cod and 

Murray cod were fairly common in the Hill End area into the 1950s but subsequently declined (Thompson, OH 

13; Burns, OH 14). The last reports of Trout cod were from the Macquarie River around 1984 and the Turon 

River shortly before that time (Thompson, OH 13; Uren, OH 15; Cole, OH 9). Macquarie perch also maintained 

a significant presence until the 1930s but had disappeared by the 1960s (Thompson, OH 13). Golden perch 

disappeared from the upland zone after the construction of Burrendong and Windamere Dams, suggesting 

that their upstream migrations were blocked (Burns, OH 14; Robbins, OH 12). Silver perch underwent a major 

decline by the 1950s (Burns, OH 14) but were still captured in numbers until Burrendong Dam was built (Uren, 

OH 15). Catfish remained common in the Macquarie River until the 1970s, then declined, but are still present 

(Herb Thompson, pers. com.). They were rare upstream of ‘The Forge’ by the 1950s (Burrow, OH 11). Blackfish 

disappeared from the Turon River in the 1970s and became scarce in the Pyramul Creek by the end of the 

drought of the early 1980s (Cole, OH 9).  

 

In the slopes zone the decline in the Trout cod population transpired earlier than at Hill End with the species 

having virtually disappeared by the 1930s (Inward, OH 16). Macquarie perch had vanished by the end of the 

Second World War (Inward, OH 16) though two fairly recent unconfirmed captures from the lower Cudgegong 

River and the Macquarie River near Wellington suggests that a relic population might persist (Ian Parks, pers. 

com.). In the rivers and creeks of the slopes zone, Blackfish progressively declined after the 1930s and had 

disappeared from the Macquarie River by the 1970s (Inward, OH 16). While there is evidence of earlier 

population declines (Inward, OH 16; Ryan, OH 18) Murray cod, Golden perch, Silver perch and Catfish became 

scarce in the Macquarie River after the construction of Burrendong Dam in 1967 (Ryan, OH 18; Bruce Lee, pers. 

com.) 

 

In the lowland zone Murray cod, Golden perch, Silver perch and Catfish were fairly common to abundant until 

the 1970s when a noticeable decline in catches occurred (Frank Astell and Ken Jones, pers. com.)    

 

17.3.2 Changes to Habitat 

Siltation generated by alluvial mining and the ringbarking of trees for agriculture had destroyed many of the 

holes in the Turon and Macquarie River gorges by the end of the nineteenth century (Hodge, 1973). Large 
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quantities of fish were killed during a flood at Molong in 1858 (Sydney Morning Herald, 23 March 1858) and in 

1865 massive fish kills, stated to be on scale never seen previously by indigenous people, are reported to have 

decimated the fish population of the Macquarie River (Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 9 September 1865). In 1907 a 

“freshet” appears to have killed or caused serious distress to large numbers of cod (NSW Fisheries, 1907). 

Large fish kills near Hill End in the early 1980s, associated with drought, decimated the cod population in the 

Macquarie River (John Uren, Rick Burns and Ken Smith, pers. com.) and Trout cod were not taken after that 

time. 

 

Goldfish and Tench were introduced to the Macquarie River at Bathurst during the early 1880s and had 

become prolific in that area by 1885 (Sydney Morning Herald, 6 January 1885). They were introduced to a 

lagoon near Dubbo in 1886 and in 1889 stocked from that source into the nearby Macquarie River (Argus, 23 

March 1889). Brown trout were introduced to the Duckmaloi and Fish Rivers during the early 1890s and by 

1905 were prolific in those waters (NSW Fisheries, 1900). Their introduction was associated with a decline in 

cod and perch populations (Sydney Morning Herald, 31 October 1905; Maher, OH 5). Redfin perch first 

appeared and proliferated during the 1970s after their introduction to Burrendong Dam (Inward, OH 16) and 

became common below the dam in the Wellington area (Lee, OH 17). European carp appeared in Burrendong 

Dam during the late 1970s and their appearance was associated with a decline in Catfish populations (Inward 

and Burns, pers. com.). Murray crayfish were introduced to the catchment in 1919 (NSW Fisheries, 1919; 1920; 

1923; 1925) and unsuccessful attempts were made to introduce Australian Bass (NSW Fisheries Reports, 1910-

13; 1916). 

 

The first impoundment constructed was Oberon Dam on the Fish River Creek in 1949, followed by Chifley Dam 

on the Campbell River in 1956. Burrendong Dam was constructed in 1967 and is suggested to have caused 

declines in upstream populations of Golden perch and Silver perch (Burns, OH 14; Uren, OH 15). Cold water 

released from the dam has depressed summer temperatures immediately downstream by 10-11°C compared 

to that of the Macquarie River upstream near Long Point. The temperature regime of the river has been 

altered for as much as 300 km downstream making conditions less suitable for native fish (Sherman, 2000). 

 

17.4 The Current Situation 

The Sustainable Rivers Audit concluded that: 

 

the Macquarie Valley fish community was in Very Poor Condition, with the Upland Zone community in 

Extremely Poor Condition. Alien species were most of the biomass and abundance. The community had lost 

most of its native species and was dominated by alien fish (Davies et al., 2008).  

 

It is clear that a major loss of biodiversity in the upland and montane zones has transpired, with the extinction 

of two species that were once prolific in these areas being Trout cod and Macquarie perch. Blackfish are now 

scarce and while upland populations of Murray cod and Golden perch exist, they are supported by extensive 

stocking into Burrendong and Windamere Dams. Downstream of Burrendong Dam significant populations of 

Murray cod, Golden perch, Silver perch and Catfish still exist.  

 

During the early 1990s small numbers of Trout cod fingerlings were liberated in the Hill End area but, while a 

small number of fish were subsequently caught, failed to establish a population. In 2010 a more extensive 

stocking program commenced in the Macquarie River between Bathurst and Burrendong Dam to attempt to 

re-introduce Trout cod to the upland zone. A stocking program has established a population of Trout cod 

between Wellington and Warren though it is unknown whether it is self-supporting. 
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17.5 Newspaper Highlights 

Sydney Morning Herald, 23 March 1858 

Although there was no rain in the township of Molong at the period of the late flood, the creek was higher 

than it had been known to be for fifteen years previously. Great quantities of fish were washed upon the flats 

adjoining the banks of the creek  

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 28 September 1858 

Fish:—The season now becoming advanced, many of the Macquarie cod-fish have been brought into town, 

and proved a very acceptable addition to the table. Some years ago several parties made a very good living by 

regularly catching these fish in the season, and bringing them into Bathurst for sale. Further down the river, 

towards Wellington and Dubbo, they can be caught in abundance.  

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 9 December 1859 

Wellington. /  A great quantity of fish, comprising the cod, perch, and bream have been caught during the last 

four months, from the Macquarie River, and from the apparently inexhaustible supply to be obtained there, 

for a distance of 200 miles, it is a wonder that some party does not enter into a speculation, to erect weirs, set 

nets, and otherwise establish methods of taking fish of sufficient size to salt and cure for the colonial market; 

tons and tons annually are consumed in the different towns, which the price at which it is usually sold (a 

shilling per lb.) would leave a good margin to both the procurer and vendor. The blacks camping along the 

river during three-parts of the year obtain plenty of fish, ranging in weight up to 30, 40, and 50lbs. / As proof 

of the immense weight that the cod attains in the Macquarie River, some few years ago I may mention that 

Mr. W. Curtis, of Wellington, landed one at the Commissioner’s Fall here, close to the township, that weight 

99lbs. Four months ago at Gobolion a bullock-driver caught one that weighed 52 lbs. Mr, A, Cruickshank, of 

Murrumbidgee station, captured there about the same time a cod, weighing 55 lbs., and unable in 

consequence of securing a retreat. 

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 6 May 1871 

Last Tuesday week, a codfish weighing over 36 lbs. was caught by Mr. John Piper, of Stoney Creek, near 

Bathurst. 

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 6 June 1885 

Bathurst, Monday. / There is wholesale destruction of fish in the Macquarie River. Numbers of persons are 

using nets to catch the fish, principally carp and tench, which are taken in quantities. The large ones are carried 

off, and the smaller ones left to rot on the banks. These fish were put in the river two or three years ago, and 

have increased with wonderful rapidity. 

 

Bathurst Times, 4 October 1887 

A Successful Fishing Excursion—Mssrs W. Hansard, H. Ford and Butler had a “good time” at the Forge 

yesterday, wither they had gone on an “eight hours” fishing excursion. They caught 60 lbs. weight of cod, and 

other fish, and six of them weighed 33½ lbs., among them being a 12 pounder who is now undergoing the 

process of boiling  

 

Bathurst Times, 20 March 1895 

A Large Cod Fish – Mr. J. Piper, the veteran of the Macquarie river about, brought into town an enormous cod 

fish weighing 40 lbs. He caught it at the Forge with a strong line, which he had procured on purpose, knowing 

that there was a large cod thereabouts. He judged this from the fact that lines had been broken on previous 
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occasions. The fish, which is much thicker and heavier than a shark of the same length (about 4 ft.), was 

exhibited at Whelan’s Commercial Hotel, and was curiously examined by many who had not seen such a 

monster since the days of poor George Saville. It may be mentioned that recently Mr. Keane, a great 

enthusiast with the line, and a party went to the Willows, a place on the Macquarie 26 miles from Bathurst, 

and caught 72 lbs of splendid fish. 

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 31 October 1905 

The Duckmaloi Trout. / The Duckmaloi was stocked some years ago with trout fry by the late Police sergeant-

major Lawrence, whose widow, now aged over 70, can tell many tales of the stirring times when bushrangers 

terrorised the country-side. / There are no carp in the Duckmaloi, but other streams in the district, and 

particularly the Fish River and Creek, have plenty of them. / Three years ago Mr. R. Yates, of Tarana, caught a 

5lb trout. “Trout,” says one old angler, “will eat anything but the log fences hereabout. They have cleaned out 

the bream, the cod, and the carp, but we will not mind that if they stay themselves.” 

 

National Advocate, 9 February 1907 

Macquarie Cod 

As a result of a few days visit to The Forge, Macquarie River, at the end of last week and the beginning of this, 

Messrs Samuel Davis and Frank Carey caught about 140 lbs of Macquarie cod, comprising specimens ranging 

from 2 lbs. up to 30 lbs. Hauls made by other parties at about the same time brings the total up to nearly 200 

lbs. 

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 27 November 1909  

Trout-fishing is being carried out daily by plenty of fly-fishers throughout the State. Tarana and Oberon are 

being well fished, and the two best trout caught recently were a 4½ and a 3 pounder at Oberon, which gave 

their captor, Mr. Poole, great fights. Mr. S. Cunynghame caught two perch weighing 4lb in the Fish River, which 

is full of perch, notwithstanding the presence of trout also.  

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 18 December 1909 

Angling. / Oberon and Tarana fishing is up to the usual summer mark. Recent catches in this mountain district 

are as follows: – Mr. Sperring, 12lb weight of cod, near Limestone: Mr. J. Grady, a 4 lb trout, in the Fish River 

near the Duckmaloi Post-office: Messrs. G. Nunan and V. Bourke, four trout up to 2lb weight and six bream up 

to 2lb weight, near Hampton Crossing. Mr. Scammell caught an eight-pounder and a seven-pounder near the 

junction, as well as several cod up to 1½lb weight: Mr. T. Nunan caught four trout ranging from 1½lb to 2½lb 

weight; Miss A. Grady caught three nice trout, and Mr. D. Galvin six large bream at another favourite locality.  

 

Bathurst Times, 4 April 1922 

‘THE FORGE’ WORK 

Bathurst fishermen who frequent ‘The Forge’ are delighted with the work carried out by Mr. H. Chick in 

widening the channel considerable which enters into the Pot Hole. Previously the opening was extremely 

narrow and it was the census of opinion amongst good judges that if the fish were able to come nearer to 

Bathurst a much greater opening was imperative. The work has now been completed to the satisfaction of 

practically all anglers. At present the fish cannot pass the Pot Hole owing to the water being too low but as 

soon as the fresh occurs they should experience no difficulty in accomplishing the hitherto impossible task. 
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National Advocate, 13 January 1925 

Can You Beat It? 

Speaking to an ‘Advocate’ reporter last night Mr. P. Hansard, of Russell Street, who has just returned after a 

fishing expedition at the Forge on the Macquarie, made some interesting remarks in regard to the fishing this 

year.  

 

Whilst on the excursion Mr. Hansard witnessed a sight which he says he has never seen before in all his 20 

years as a disciple of Isaac Walton on the Macquarie. “We were sitting on the bank of the river” said Mr. 

Hansard, “and we notices a couple of fairly large cod swimming upstream through a narrow channel near a 

sand bank. We watched for a while and presently two more fish passed the same spot, also traveling 

upstream. We stayed watching for over an hour and there was an almost continual procession of four or five 

pound cod passing the same spot. We could only come to one conclusion and that is that the fish were making 

a general migration up stream. It had generally been understood by fishermen in these parts that the cod 

travel upstream only when the river is high. Now, however, the stream is very low and the marvel is how the 

fish manage to get up the fords and rapids. Whilst out on this trip we met another party from lower down the 

river and they informed us that they also had seen the fish traveling up stream in large numbers. There is a 

great deal of green weed in the river lower down and I have come to the conclusion that the fish are desirous 

of getting away from this.” 

 

Mr. Hansard, who was accompanied by Mssrrs J. Rigby and W. Austin, decided to give the fish every 

inducement to travel up the river as far as possible. With this end in view, assisted by other fishermen present, 

got to work with gelignite and opened up the river near the Forge at a point that was blocked with rock and 

other debris. He now believes that if the river rises three feet the cod will be able to come right up to Bathurst, 

in which case the good sport will be obtained without going any great distances. 

 

Mr. Hansard and the other members of the party numbering about ten in all obtained splendid bags. Fishing 

from 4 o’clock on Saturday afternoon until 7 o’clock on Sunday morning they obtained 50 fine fish ranging 

from 7 lbs down. In one hole 20 splendid cod were brought out in two hours on Saturday night. 

 

Referring again to the migration of the cod, Mr. Hansard said that he noticed that quite a number of the fish 

had bruises on the jaws and gills. This he put down to the fact that they used these portions of their bodies to 

pull themselves over the rocks and obstacles barring their progress up the river. / 

 

National Advocate, 14 January 1925 

Can You Beat It? 

The blasting operations referred to under this heading in yesterday’s issue were, Mr Hansard informs us, not 

carried out during his visit to the Forge, but was performed by Mr Ernie Ewer and done on a previous occasion 

some 18 months ago. 

 

17.6 Significant Extracts from the Annual Reports on the Fisheries of NSW  

1901 

The emergence of fish from the bowels of the earth is almost as rare a phenomenon. The following case 

happened on Mr. J. A. Buckland’s station at Pine Ridge, Gulgong…A pump, worked by an engine was fixed, and 

as it became choked with fish the auger was removed, and a 2-inch pipe substituted. Fish and crustaceans 

continued to come up, and some of the fish which have been supplied by Mr. Buckland have been identified as 
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a freshwater species (Aristeus fluviatilis). Of course the fish may have been in the well before the jet of water 

was let in. The nearest known watercourse to the site of the well, Talbragar Creek, a tributary of the 

Macquarie, is about 4 miles distant. 

 

1907 

As a result of freshets in the Macquarie River in February, the water became so discoloured that large numbers 

of big cod became affected and were easily captured near the banks and in the shallow waters. It was reported 

that over a ton weight of fish was secured in this manner, within a distance of 3 miles, near Wellington, several 

of which weighed over 30 lb. 

 

1910-13 

Three very large consignments of Australian bass – Australia’s finest indigenous sporting fish, and one of the 

best edible fishes – have been planted in the Cudgegong River, near Gulgong, 750 being placed in the “school 

hole” at Birigambil and the remainder in lagoons on the course of the river at Eumaralla Station (late 

Guntawang). 

 

1916 

A portion of the Cudgegong river upwards to its source from the main traffic bridge at Mudgee was closed 

against the use of fishing nets and fishing lines, other than a single rod and line, or a hand-line, for ten years 

from the 1st February, 1912, in order to protect the Australian Bass liberated there. Numerous inquiries were 

made of local residents, and all reported that no record was available of a single Australian bass being seen 

since liberation. It appears that shortly after the fish were liberated a heavy storm brought a thick muddy rise 

down the Cudgegong River, and apparently either destroyed the Bass, or they travelled down stream with it 

and do not have appeared to return. 
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17.7 Macquarie River Catchment Oral Histories 

The following oral histories (OH 1-21) mostly discuss the Macquarie Catchment. 

 

OH 1 

Ken Smith of Bathurst was interviewed in July 2006. 

I was told how in the early days there were cod and black bream in the Fish River. In the Macquarie River down 

at ‘the Forge’ there was a rock barrier, below that they used to catch Murray cod but not above. Up above they 

only caught a different type of cod. The oral history of the area is that what they now call the Trout cod were all 

through the upper reaches and headwaters of the Macquarie as well as the Macquarie perch. Some of the 

stories talk about the cod being trapped in the holes during mining sluicing operations. The last Blackfish were 

in the Oberon region but the floods and fires wiped them out.  

 

OH 2 

Peter Byrom of Oberon was interviewed in March 2007. 

I live on the Fish River. All the people used to talk about the bream with the tiny mouths, nobody called them 

Macquarie perch. The Fish River went up to the Fish River Creek and the Duckmaloi. My great uncle said there 

was two types of cod down in the river, the long ones were caught up to 25 pound, that was the biggest ever 

caught, down in ‘The Forge’ area. A good one was 10 to 12 pounds, the average was 3 to 4 pound. Some of the 

cod were ‘travellers’, they had sores on them. I have contacted one old gentleman of 82 called Ken Maher and 

have got a good account of the river from 1928 on. He tells a story of his dad out shooting rabbits along the 

river, when checking his old mare he walked over to her and was amazed at a massive fish in the rapids as long 

as a fence post rolling around in the water. When it seen him it thrashed around in the river until it reached the 

deep water. Ken said his dad regretted many times over the years that he didn’t shoot the fish but he was 

shocked at the size of the fish. His dad said it was more than likely a codfish. The black bream in the river were 

Macquarie bream; they were as black as your boot and grew to about 5 to 6 pounds. 

 

OH 3 

Henry Pearce of Upper Turon provided these comments in March 2007 at an age of 55 years. 

About the cod here, in my father’s day there were a few cod, but all we have here now are the browns. All I’ve 

known is two cod here in my lifetime, on the Turon. In my time there’s only been trout and now the carp. 

Further down the river there’s always been cod 

 

OH 4 

Bob Auld of Hill End provided these comments in March 2007 at an age of 60 years. 

I caught the black bream, Macquarie perch, when I was a kid down at Dixon’s at Long Point. Used to get them 

between Hill End and Orange, when I was 8 to 10 years old. 

 

OH 5 

Ken Maher of Hazelgrove was interviewed in August 2007 at an age of 83 years. 

I’m 83, grew up about here, down Braelennie down the Tarana Road from here, then moved out to Hazelgrove. 

We were down there on the river for 5 years then went to Braelennie. That is the Fish River. There was trout 

there, an odd cod and the bream, that was about when I was 5 years old. The bream were the best fish ever to 

eat, a black fish with a snowy white flesh. That’s the Macquarie perch though everybody called them bream 

actually. They were very quiet on the line, if you didn’t get them straight out the water rats ate them. You’d get 

them up to 3 to 4 pound, maybe a bit bigger. I haven’t seen one or caught one for 50 years. I only ever heard of 

them in the Fish River and down further in the Macquarie. I know they went as far back as the Duckmaloi Road 

at least that far. We got them on worms any time of the year, in season, out of season, mostly at night and in 
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the evening. There was the old goldfish around, he was no use for anything, only bones. Plenty of them in the 

river. Never saw slimies. 

 

The cod actually I never saw one in the river. I have heard my grandparents talk about all the cod in the river a 

long time ago and the trout killed them out. But back then there was plenty around, oh yeah. That’s the 

Hawkens; they were my mother’s parents. There was plenty of cod in the river. At one time dad was shooting 

along the river, had the shotgun over his shoulder, he was coming up the river and he heard a big splash. He 

saw a fish as long as a fence post, that’s what he related it to, he was mesmerized by it. He saw it flip into the 

deep water, it was only then he thought about the gun on his shoulder but it was too late then. 

 

OH 6 

David Stock was interviewed in November 2007 at an age of 74 years. 

I’m 74, live just outside Oberon. Well, on the fish in the past, Mick O’Connell just died in the last eighteen 

months; he lived down at the junction of the Duckmaloi and the Fish River. He told me he could go down and 

catch a lot of trout or a bream on a worm, back in the 40’s and 50’s. As far as I understand they were 

Macquarie perch. Some unusual fish have turned up. Billy Sawell caught an eight or nine inch Catfish at 

O’Connell’s at the flat a while back. 

 

OH 7 

Bill Sawell was interviewed in November 2007 at an age of 79 years. 

I’m 79, live in Edith, right on the Duckmaloi. I got into the Oberon district about 1948, 49. Back in the 1950s I 

worked at Mick O’Connell’s, digging spuds. In the 50’s there was still a few bream around, they were in a hole 

on Tom Richard’s place. They had a guesthouse right on the river; the guests would come and have a fish. I 

fished that river all them years ago, there was plenty of trout, you could catch as many as you wanted. The 

bream, most of them were about a pound, pound and a half was the biggest of them, and that’s what the local 

blokes said too. I never caught many, I usually threw them back, but I just ate one to try one. Apparently they 

caught quite a lot of bream there in the 30’s and 40’s. Mick O’Connell had been on the river all his life, he lived 

to 94. He said that there had been cod, some yellowbelly and the bream at the junction of the Duckmaloi and 

the Fish River, back in the early 1900s, up to the 1920s.  

 

OH 8 

Jeff Haskins was interviewed in November 2007 at an age of 85 years. 

Oh, I’m too old to tell you! Actually 85. We came up here in 1939; father bought the place on the Duckmaloi, 

where you go to Sydney after you cross the river you see ‘Clear Hills’ on the gate. ‘Clear Hills’, that was the 

name, there were all these holes about a metre wide and a metre deep dug by the miners, but they didn’t find 

much gold. There was a gold mine just east of our place.  I think we had five miles of river. There was a trout 

hatchery on a hole in Hatchery Creek, part of Bindo Creek, at the second crossing. In the river then were the 

browns and the rainbows, trout, then there was some, I suppose, a native, we used to call them the freshwater 

bream. Where did we catch them? Oh well, where our house was on the river there was a big pond in the river, 

there was quite a lot of them, we used to trap them. They were usually about a pound, up to fifteen to sixteen 

inches long, they were very hard to catch on a rod. We made traps, actually we had a piggery down there, and 

we’d put the traps in, in the evening and take them out in the morning. We never really caught them on a line. 

They were good to eat, terrific. We sold the place about fifteen years ago and they had gone before then. 

 

There was another fish, I called them slipperies, but I never saw them in the Duckmaloi. I used to catch them, 

used to go over on the other side of the road from Clear Hills, there’s a place called ‘Ringwood’. It was in the 

headwaters of the Jenolan River. In the top there, you’d go in there a mile or two, there were springs and then 

there was a pool with a waterfall. Below the waterfall there was a few there, below the waterfall. I think they 
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were all the way down to the Jenolan Caves; it was near the very top of the dividing range. How big were they? 

Oh, not very big, about ten to twelve inches, a bit more. As far as I can remember they were a greeny, slimy 

colour, they didn’t have any red on them like the trout. That was back in the 1940s and 50s. I don’t think 

anybody put them out there; there was no one that lived out there. 

 

OH 9 

Brendan Cole of Turondale was interviewed in November 2007 at an age of 57 years. 

I’m 57, grew up in Turondale, lived just on the northern side, a property on the Turon. My family, they come to 

Sofala in the 1850s. I heard all the stories about the fish mostly from me dad when we went fishing, he was 

born in 1908, and with the uncles. In the early days in the Turon they caught cod and the slipperies, they didn’t 

talk much about yellowbelly in the Turon, they got a few of them out at the Randwick Hole in the Macquarie. 

Before I was born they used to fish the Randwick and they caught cod and yellowbelly there. I don’t have any 

recollection of dad talking of Macquarie perch. Dad had caught the silver bream or Silver perch in other places, 

but not in the Turon, he used to call them bream. He did catch them out in the Darling when I was seven years 

old, but not around the Bathurst area. 

 

We used to catch cod out of the Turon in the 60s and 70s, I caught some of them with him. We used to go down 

there overnight when I was in my teens. I remember my dad catching a 20 pounder, a Murray cod, and I caught 

a cod that was 12 pound that was a bit different. It was a bit longer in the head, I reckon I was about 18; I 

caught it on a lure. We talked about it a lot, during the 80’s when we heard about the two  types of cod. From 

what I heard the cod originally went up the Turon to Upper Turon, in the bigger waterholes, and the Crudine 

Creek had cod in it. There was Catfish caught then in the Turon, and at ‘The Marbles’ in the 70’s, and the last 

slipperies were caught out of it at the same time. In my time the Blackfish, there was a lot of Blackfish in the 

Pyramul Creek, then they died out, I can’t be sure of any being caught after the 82 drought. Mum and dad told 

me that the Turon was so dry in the 40’s that they had to dig for water for the stock. Dad did say at one stage 

that there was a long period of time when there was no fish in the Turon. 

 

OH 10 

John Hadley of Bathurst was interviewed in December 2007 at an age of 52 years. 

I’m 52, grew up here at Bathurst. My grandfather, he really pioneered the place, he came from out around 

Forbes, Parkes way. He used to tell all these stories about the fishing, how he built the old hut down at ‘The 

Forge’, used to call it the old ‘Flat Hole’. He said the cod had disappeared, that all they used to catch was 

Catfish, and all of a sudden the cod came back. He was a fairly quiet man, so it was a big thing to say. My 

father, he used to live down there, every weekend, and all he caught was cod for fifty odd years, just cod, cod, 

cod. He only used one rod, no lines or setlines. The average he used to catch and keep was about 40 pound, 

back then 10 pounders were as easy as anything. Even now, last year you’d catch 10 and 20 pounders. The bait 

was grubs, crayfish. My grandfather down at Stony Creek, about 5 km down from ‘The Forge’ got a 48 pounder 

there. 

 

OH 11 

Shirley Burrow of Broadwater near Bathurst was interviewed in February 2008. 

Many, many years ago they caught cod here. There was some perch, and a Blackfish, that was about it, from 

the old timers. Back in the fifties I know they caught at least one cod, my father caught one. And the perch well 

my father said you would get one in a blue moon. There was the odd Catfish about too. He died in the 1960s 

and the trout was the main thing he caught during his life. By the time they upgraded Chifley Dam that’s all 

they ever caught. 
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In Kings Creek here there was the gudgeon, there’s still gudgeon in the creek, they survived here because there 

was a few springs. Back in the forties we’d go to the creek to have a bath and the gudgeon were there, they’ve 

always been in the creek and the river. There’s also trout, there was plenty about when they put the fingerlings 

in years ago, but I haven’t heard of any for a while. Back in the forties they had to sink holes in the sand to find 

water in the river, that’s how bad the drought was then. And there was a dreadful drought they talked about in 

the 1890s. 

 

With this river there are some big holes in the river with rapids in between, at Broadwater, Walters, 

Billywillinga. In the fifties we could go to the river and it was clean, it had big Oak trees and no blackberries. 

The eighty six flood that went through here was the highest on record; it piled logs thirty feet up the river into 

the creeks. It was so strong that when the flood came down the young oak trees were snapped out. The river 

has a lot of sand in it, but the holes are still there, but it does need water to flush out the sand. 

 

OH 12 

Doug Robbins of Kandos was interviewed in November 2007 at an age of 75 years.    

The Cudgegong here, there used to be a lot of cod in it, a long, long time ago, and the slipperies, the Blackfish, 

there was a lot of them. About 60 odd years ago they used to get the cod, get them up where the water supply 

is, the Kandos Weir. I’m 75 now, I’ve fished it since I was a kid I was born here and my father was here. He used 

to tell me about all the cod up there when they were building the weir. There was a lot of big holes and cool 

water. That would be ninety years ago. We used to take him out fishing up there; he used to point out all the 

holes where they used to get the cod. Years ago up there I heard of them caught up to 40 pound. I caught one 

there about 20 years ago, it was 5 ½ pound, that was an original fish, before any stocking. There weren’t any 

spinners around in those days; we just used a rod and line. The rod was an old Hickory stick or wattle and a 

cork for a float. We got the fish mainly on worms, the cod, all of them. 

 

There was also a lot of the lobsters up there, the crays, in the early days they were great big ones, they’re still 

there. There was a few yellowbelly up there too. There was a bloke got one about 16 pound, not by fishing, it 

was caught up in a fence, that’s a long time before there was any stocking, so it got up there itself. There was a 

lot of catties there, and there’s still some there. We used to catch mainly catties in the finish, and mainly 

Blackfish. The Catfish you’d get them up to 3 to 4 pound. I’ve seen their nests many years ago there, they would 

have them full of rocks and you could see the catties. The nests have been seen lately, where it’s sandy and 

pebbly not far from the bank. The grunter I have seem them in the Barwon, there used to be a lot of them out 

there, but they’ve disappeared. But not in the Cudgegong, I’ve never seen one up here. 

 

The Blackfish we used to catch 20 or thirty, no worries then they disappeared. I know one place below the wall, 

you would catch a hundred of them, but I haven’t seen one there for fifteen to twenty years. There was piggery 

up there and stuff got washed in. After that the slipperies disappeared. To eat, I prefer the cod. The Catfish they 

were pretty good too. Years ago we used to get odd slipperies up to eighteen to twenty inches long; the 

average one was eight to ten inches long. If they grew bigger they would have been terrific. It was a shame to 

see all the fish die out. Since they put Dunns Swamp on ‘Getaway’, it now gets five or six hundred people fishing 

it, it’s now heavily fished. Even though they’ve stocked it they’re taking them all out undersize. 

 

OH 13 

Herb Thompson of Hill End was interviewed in October 2007 at an age of 84 years. 

I’m 84. I grew up in Hill End, so did my father, mother and my grandfather. When I was young in the Macquarie 

River was the cod, the yellowbelly, Catfish and the little slipperies. The Macquarie perch were here, my father 

called them a white eye, they were called something else, but I can’t remember, but they were a bream. There 

was also the silver bream and the carp, but not the European carp back then. The Macquarie bream were a bit 
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different to the ones we get now, I’ve got one of them, a silver bream, now in my freezer. I’m sure they had 

rounded tails, and big eyes, weren’t as silvery and they weren’t as bony as the silver bream we get now, that 

they’ve stocked in the dam. They weren’t real big, up to 2 to 3 pound; the average would be a pound and a half 

I’d say. I caught them mostly down at the junction and in the Randwick Hole, that’s in the Macquarie. They 

used to go up the Turon, I caught them I’d say up to Everett’s, that’s 5 to 6 miles up, also caught the cod there. 

But I caught more in the Macquarie, but they weren’t as common as the cod. They were beautiful to eat. When 

I came back here in 1960 they had gone, when I was about 41 I seen the last of those bream. Yes, dad used to 

talk about the white eye, how they used to be very common and were the best of all fish to eat, he was going 

back to around 1900. He called them something else too; I think it was a goggle eyes bream.  

 

We used to get two types of cod; there was the longer one and a dumpy cod which was more white and 

compact. The long cod, some called them the rock cod, that’s what we used to call them. The head was longer 

and pointier, the nose kind of protruded, stuck out more over the mouth. The markings, the rock cod was more 

blue on the head, and sort of green on the back, and the markings was stripy looking, lots of spots and little 

stripes. And the Murray cod, the fat ones, the mouth sort of met, they were more white on the belly and lighter 

in colour. The rock cod were fairly common in the early years, about the 30’s, 36-38, they were pretty common. 

They pulled a lot harder than the Murray cod too. They were in the Turon and were caught up as far as Sofala, 

there the trout took over. Old Sidey Howard and George Benda used to go out at ‘the Forge’ fishing, that’s 

further up the Macquarie towards Bathurst. They caught cod there, but not above it. In the forge or just below. 

 

 I caught the rock cod up to about 30 to 40 pound, that was the biggest, the common size was from 7 to 12 

pound, you seldom got a big one. The Murray cod were more plump, mostly 7 to 20 pounds, but I got them up 

to 75 pound cleaned, I’d say they were fewer but you saw them bigger. The rock cod used to breed up in the 

rocky creeks and holes. We thought the rock cod was the local cod, and that the Murray cod used to breed 

down the river and were caught while they were moving up the Macquarie. That was one theory. Dad, he 

talked about going down to the Randwick Hole and walking across, the water was about waist high. He walked 

through all these cod, they were all swimming upstream, but they wouldn’t take the bait. He had gone down 

with a horse and cart to catch them. Back then I’d say we caught more rock cod than Murray cod out of the 

Macquarie, that’s down near Burn’s place near the junction with the Turon. And in the Turon they were mostly 

rock cod, they were the most common. The last rock cod I saw I caught in the Macquarie down near the 

junction with the Turon about 1983 or 84, they were scarce by then. 

 

The yellowbelly was in the Macquarie, I caught a few myself up to 12 pound but they weren’t common, and a 

few redfin in latter years about the 1970s. There was a lot of silver bream around in them days, when I was 

young, up to 5 to 6 pounders. I was away in the 40’s in the army and after that working. Apparently in the 56 

flood a lot of yellowbelly came up the river. My brother in law and my brother, they’re both dead, but they 

caught a lot at the time. The slimies were very common in the Pyramul and Green Valley Creeks. The Green 

Valley runs into the Pyramul which runs into the Macquarie down near the dam. The cod also went up the 

Pyramul in fact up as far as the Little Falls. I am sure that there was rock cod in the Pyramul. I haven’t seen a 

slimy for years; the last ones would have been about 10 years ago. 

 

The Catfish, they used to be pretty common, it was nothing to catch a couple on dark. The biggest were 8 to 9 

pound, but were common up to about 5 pound. I’ve seen them on their nests; they would clean them out and 

patrol it. I saw the nests in the Macquarie, where the Bathurst Road meets the Macquarie, above the junction 

of the Turon. There was one once on his nest, in the circle, and I tried for two hours to catch him. I’d drop the 

bait in and he would kick it out of the circle. I then tried to jag him but didn’t do any good either. We used to 

use for bait mainly the Oak grubs, but also the carp and yabbies. And some big worms, but you could only get 

them in two places. But the Oak grubs were the best. You could catch the cod anytime, but mostly about 
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September was the best time. We wouldn’t fish for them when they had the eggs. In the cod I’ve found 

platypus, in fact a couple of little ones, yabbies, the carp and stones. I’d say the cod was the best to eat; 

actually the rock cod was better than the Murray cod. It was more sweeter and didn’t have as much oil in them. 

The biggest change I’ve seen is the water in the river. There were some real dry times in my school days, but 

this ones a lot worse, it’s more prolonged. 

 

OH 14 

Rick Burns of Hill End was interviewed in October 2007 at an age of 66 years. 

I’m 66, grew up in Hill End. My father came here from Sydney in 1929, took up land. My great grandfather was 

here in 1870, struck it rich in the gold rush. He set up a business in Sydney and must have talked about Hill End 

so my father came out here. My great grandfather was dead before I was born. My father talked about here 

during the 30’s and 40’s. They were particularly dry years, like it is now. The holes silted up, rabbit droppings 

were washed in, he doubted that anything could live in it the way it was. In the 50’s the floods flushed the river 

out, the fish came back, well some did. There was mostly cod and the odd yellowbelly. Catfish were fairly 

common.  The bream were rare by the 1950s; they called them the silver bream. They’ve since stocked them in 

the dam, that’s Burrendong, and they sometimes move up out of the dam into the river. The slipperies were in 

the creeks leading into the Macquarie, like the Pyramul Creek, and they are still there. 

 

 Back in the 40’s three rabbiters were rabbiting and they got a good cod, over 30 pound, probably got it on a bit 

of rabbit. Well they decided to cook it and eat it there and then; it would have been a big meal between the 4 

of them. Back in the gold rush there was a commercial fisherman here who made a living on the cod. He had a 

boat, all his nets and gear, he used to get them out of a big hole in the Macquarie just down here and sell  the 

cod to the miners up on the goldfield. The old blokes from Hill End used to talk about the two types of cod. One 

day they were really biting, they were getting them on their setlines and bringing them up the bank putting 

them in a pile. You’re talking about 20 to 30 fish here. They were classifying the cod like fleeces, putting them 

into two piles. In one pile was what they called the ‘mountain cod’ which were what they now call the Trout cod 

and in the other pile were the ‘river cod’ which were Murray cod. The fish would have been from about 3 to 20 

pounds. The mountain cod were a bit smaller, were chubbier and had the long trouty snout.  

 

The old blokes seemed to think that the river cod used to migrate up the river to Hill End from below where 

Burrendong is now while the mountain cod lived up in the mountains, up around Hill End and were caught all 

year round. That was well over 30 years ago when I saw those fish, but the old blokes were talking about what 

they had seen right back to the 20’s. That was in the Macquarie just down here. In the Turon the cod went right 

up, and in the Crudine but its all silted up now. The old blokes used to also call the Trout cod a ‘rock cod’, that 

was another name for them. We know what they are, they released some Trout cod here and in the Ophir 

Creek some years ago, there was a few caught, they’re the same fish. The Catfish I wouldn’t say were as 

common as the cod, they were from a pound up to about 6 pound, and they’re still here. The old blokes talked 

about how the yellowbelly used to push their way up the river in spring with the flooding, how they’d get a few 

but they weren’t particularly common. After Burrendong went in they couldn’t come up at all but they have 

been stocked in the dam. And the redfin, 20 years ago there was a fair few there, but they haven’t been heard 

of for a while.  

 

OH 15 

John Uren of ‘Yankee tom’ near Hill End was interviewed in November 2007 at an age of 59 years. 

I’m 59, grew up here, spent all my life here. I’m on the Macquarie, just above where the Summer Creek runs in. 

Me father arrived in Ophir in 1902, he come from Cobar. He talked about how they used to catch the cod, the 

catties and the slipperies in the Ophir Creek. They used to catch a lot of Murray cod but he also caught the 

Trout cod. He caught one when I was young, it was 16 to 17 pound, that was the first one I saw. He called them 
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a bluenose or rock cod, he pointed out the blue snout, and they were longer looking. I caught a few myself later 

on, in the river. I think he said he caught them up to 23, 24 pound; they weren’t a very large fish. The last one I 

caught would be in the early 1960s, below Long Point, it was 11 pound. In 1982 I did see one that was dead in 

the drought, in with the Murray cod. 

 

The Murray cod the average size me dad talked about was 7 to 8 pound, that was the common size; In March 

he reckoned he used to get a lot of small stuff. The best ones me dad caught were 80 to 100 pound. I’ve  got an 

old photo of him with an 80 pounder in the 1930s. He used to camp at what they called the ‘Little Station’, its 

down in Burrendong, but comes out when the dam is low. He would go down there rabbiting and fishing, but 

he preferred the fish. He said that in summer when the river stopped running the fish there wouldn’t bite. You 

could see the cod, but couldn’t catch them. He reckoned he seen a rabbit with a bit of grass in his mouth swim 

across the river towards an island and bang a large cod grabbed him. H also talked about the army blowing up 

the Forge in the 1930s so the cod could get up the river easier, but I forget how much he said they took off it. 

 

There used to be quite a lot of yellowbelly, they were common about 5 to 6 pound. The biggest one caught was 

a twenty eight pounder, would have been the mid 1960s. The yellowbelly got caught out, but they’re coming 

back from the stocking. I can’t remember him talking about the grunter. The Macquarie perch, I remember me 

dad catching one in the Ophir Creek, he caught it on an old chord line, about 4 miles up from the junction. I was 

about 7 at the time. He did talk about them, I can’t remember what he said, but that was the only one I seen. 

The Catfish, I remember when me dad used to talk about them. You could see the nests on the sandy beaches, 

in some holes there were ten to fifteen nests. Me uncle always used to try to catch one, with the chord line; he 

dropped it in the nest. He pulled one out and the spikes went into his hand. He spent the night putting his hand 

in hot water. 

 

OH 16 

Bill Inward of Dubbo was interviewed in January 2008 at an age of 85 years. 

I’m 85, grew up really at Mount Burrendong and Fashion Mount, on the Macquarie River, where the dam is 

now. My father grew up at Burrendong, he then went to the first world war, came back with 27 pieces of 

shrapnel in him, drew a soldiers block out near Leadville near Dunedoo, but had to throw it in and leave in the 

depression, about 1932. He came back to Burrendong on the properties, on Burrendong, Murphies, Kattela. He 

fished too, early on he said there were cod, some yellowbelly, the yellowbelly had never been very common, 

always a bit hard to come by. I remember what a magnificent fish the yellowbelly was, the first one I saw, very 

golden and very green on top with a prominent lateral line. When I was young no, not common at that stage. 

There was a fish, a slippery, a freshwater Blackfish, biggest I ever seen was about 16 inches long, codfish loved 

them. I started catching slipperies when I was 8 years old at Bathurst; that would be about 1930, in the 

Macquarie River. You could see their heads sticking out of the rocks; they were common you could catch them 

on a bent pin and a piece of bread. At Burrendong if you had one on your line periodically a cod would take it. 

They were common in the Curra Creek down at Wellington and in the Wuuluman Creek about 2 miles up from 

where the dam is. There also used to be a lot of them in the river at Maryvale, that was about the last place I 

saw them, in the seventies. In both those creeks you also got the gudgeon, it looked like a little Murray cod; it 

had purple spots down the sides. At Burrendong the Catfish were the mainstay for eating. 

 

The white eye, there was a fish we called the white eye, a type of bream. He was found mainly in the gravelly 

country on the river beds, often in holes fifty to sixty yards long, not so much in the big holes. When it got clear 

well the big cod could see them, they were in the smaller holes. There was quite a few of them caught around 

the junction of the Cudgegong. Also there was the silver bream, had very fine scales and pure silver, shiny like a 

two bob piece, beautiful to look at and good to eat, not like the big black bream you get in the dam now. Never 

seen a silver bream over 2 1/4 pound out of the river back then. The white eye were not very common, not 
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down our way at Burrendong, more around the junction. They were up in the Cudgegong, below Mudgee, and 

up in the Maroo. He and the slipperies were common up there and in all the creeks in the district. In the 1930s 

you would quite often hear people mention the white eye in the 30’s. I did a lot of fishing after I came back 

from the Second World War and I cannot remember ever catching one then or since. A fair size white eye was 2 

to 3 pound, the average 1 ½ to 2 pounds. I believe the white eye has been caught in Wyangala. And the 

freshwater Catfish and yellowbelly were more common in the Cudgegong. There was a little fish, where there 

was an island in the river under Fashions Mount, this little fish with black and white stripes along his body, 

vertical stripes, only two inches long. They used to swim near the edge of the current at the island, never seen 

them since. 

 

The cod when I was young, there were quite a lot of big ones. After the ’26 flood they found this big cod against 

a fence, they cut off his head and put it on a bridge post, he was 80 to 90 pound, on the Burrendong bridge. 

They were common and there wasn’t a lot of fisherman, there was only six or seven families in the area. Back in 

the 30’s you would quite often get a cod, usually 8 to 10 pound. Catfish or freshwater jewfish about a pound, 

the biggest I saw out of the river was 7 ½, in later years bigger out of the dam. The silver bream they were in 

patches. There was a fine gravel hole, about 200 yards below the junction of the Cudgegong and Macquarie 

Rivers, that’s where we caught the most. The yellowbelly were less common. The biggest yellowbelly I saw on 

the water up there was 4 ½ to 5 pound, that would be the biggest. After the 50 flood a mate showed me some 

caught near Maryvale, near Wellington 6 mile out. One was 19 pound and another 15 pound. The biggest cod, 

there was one weighed in at Wellington that was 119 pound.  

 

I had the pleasure of seeing this spotted cod at Narrandera, it was a Trout cod. John Lake was there at the time 

at the research station, he was a terrific bloke, did wonderful work with the fish. I saw one there, they had him 

in a big case, he was a fairly big fish, maybe 30 to 40 pounds. I remember it so well I was very interested in it at 

the time, I’d never seen one before. He told me that they used to be found mainly well up the rivers, he got that 

first hand from the old fisherman. I can tell you the only cod I ever caught out of the Macquarie was the Murray 

cod, some were fat, some were thin, I am fairly sure on that. All Murray cod known as a dumpy cod and a thin 

cod we used to call the Macquarie cod. But they had been here. I heard the stories about them many years ago. 

The old blokes, the old fellas, talked that they caught what they called the Trout cod at Wellington. It was 

about World War One, they were regularly caught but were not common. They said that they were a very 

pretty fish, they said it had an undershot jaw, and spotty like a trout. Not very big, 4 to 5 pound was the 

general run, and I think they said they were common further up the river. Yes, I am certain that’s what they 

said. They knew the fish and certainly talked about them. That was about World War One they caught them in 

Wellington. When I saw the fish at Narrandera I knew what they were talking about. I’ve got a friend on a 

property 7 to 8 miles below Wellington; I can go to a place there and fish anytime. I was out there about 3 

months ago, I got a bugger about 48 centimetres long, a Trout cod; I’ve caught plenty since they’ve stocked 

them. They’re a greedy fish; I’ve seen them with a crayfish hanging out its mouth and still get caught. I never 

saw them until they got stocked. And the crayfish, he’s not native to the Macquarie, they were introduced, 

that’s what I was told years ago. The green ones and the black ones are native but not the big ones. 

 

The old blokes talked about the cod up in the Fish River, I was about ten, they talked about it and it was a long 

time ago, before the First World War, certainly. I soaked the stories up; I loved my fishing, even at that time I 

used to catch the slipperies on a pin. In the Little River at Terabella I heard there were slipperies and the grunter 

bream. In the Bell River back then there was mainly trout, quite a bit, up around Molong, where the Molong 

Creek comes in. In later years when it flooded up at Neurea they would get a few cod and also yellowbelly. 

Nowadays it’s overloaded with Euro carp up to twenty pound and also they’re in Burrendong up to twenty 

pound. We also went up to ‘the Forge’ fishing, up there with my father, I caught my first slippery up there, they 

were very common up there. My father caught an 18 pound cod in that hole, the repatriation people had sent 
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him up there. There was a 10 foot fall and on the rock face they sometimes found cod stranded. It’s hard to 

believe that the cod would jump up onto it. Maybe they came down the river. The billabongs, well there really 

weren’t any from The Forge down to past Warren, really nothing permanent until you got to the marshes. 

Maurie Kimbell and I, we were spin merchants. The biggest cod was 82 pound; we got that about 8 mile down 

the river from Wellington. We once caught four cod 82, 72, 34 and 15 pound, there was four of us. There was a 

pool of water and this little pool had small carp in it, so we scooped four carp out, the original carp, and used 

them for bait. A cod on each carp. Before the dam went in there were a few fishermen, but not that many. 

There was an old Dutchman and he’d got out in his boat and go at 10 knots trolling the cod in the dam. He’d 

catch the cod and sell them, there was always cod in his fridge, and had big ones. There was three holes of 

water that held some very big fish at Burrendong. 

 

The changes to the river, well long ago it was dredged. The dredges were for gold, back around 1910, they 

were below Burrendong, Fashions Mount. Below where the mountain falls into the river, that was number two. 

Number one was in front of Black Mountain. There was another one around Major Murphy’s near where the 

low level bridge is. It got dredged early on.  And one at Mackerwar called Driseois, the buckets are still there. 

Siltation, well upstream of the dam I can’t say that there has been any change in my lifetime, it hasn’t changed 

much. And redfin, that’s my nickname! It would be after the dam was built that caught one. Maurie and I were 

the first people at Wellington to use flatfish. At that stage they were in the dam. The story goes somebody put 

in crosslines and used them for bait. They are a bit delicate; you need an aerator to keep them alive. Apparently 

they tipped the rest in, that’s how they got in. The first I caught in the dam, he was smaller than the flatfish, 

about six inches. They got so bad the kids would go for a swim in the dam and they would have to get out, 

there were schools of them biting the hairs off their legs, they were voracious. 

 

OH 17 

Bruce Lee of Wellington was interviewed in January 2008 at an age of 79 years. 

I’m 79, born in Coonamble, moved over here in 1951. I caught cod, yellowbelly, Catfish, and grunter. Used to 

catch slipperies in the Molong Creek. Mostly I used to fish around the ‘Black Mountain Hole’, about a mile 

below where the spillway is now. Cod was the most common; I went down one afternoon, just down here, got a 

30 pound cod on a grub. In the Black Mountain Hole the biggest was around the 33 pound mark, used to catch 

a lot around 4 to 5 pound. There was a lot of yellowbelly; you’d get them up to 5 pound. The Catfish, there was 

a lot. You could go down of an afternoon and you’d catch 7 or 8 catties, no longer than 12 inches long. The 

grunters, we used to catch a lot here once, then they went off, we used to catch heaps of them. They got 

scarce; they disappeared a lot when the dam went in. I’ve never seen or heard of the Macquarie perch, and I 

didn’t know about the two types of cod. I’ve caught the Trout cod down here in recent times. Never saw redfin 

in the Macquarie until after the dam was built, then they turned up in the river. It was when the freezing cold 

water come down that I caught the reddies, mostly on the little celtas. 

 

OH 18 

Pat Ryan of Wellington was interviewed in October 2007 at an age of 71 years. 

I’m 71 years old, grew up in Wellington. About the cod, oh well, there, in my time there’s never been a real 

prevalence of cod, you’d get an odd one. There’s Catfish, Silver perch, when I was a kid, and the river was full of 

goldfish carp. You wouldn’t have got a cod a day back then. Never heard about two types of cod till recently, 

when they put the Trout cod in. There was a lot of Silver perch and Catfish, but they’ve declined since they put 

the dam in, they were common up to four years after the dam. The Silver perch probably 4 to 5 pound was the 

biggest, the biggest Catfish I saw was 7 pound but that wasn’t here that was out of the Darling. In the 

Macquarie the biggest was about 4 pound, they were common at about a pound and a half. To eat, well it was 

a toss up between yellowbelly and cod. The Catfish were good; we used to skin them and fillet them and then 

fry the fillets in batter. 
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The Macquarie perch, the only place I caught one was at Cooma, in the Murrumbidgee. I left Wellington about 

1965 to work on the Snowy Mountains Scheme. Never saw a Macquarie perch here. The only unusual fish we 

used to get here occasionally was the river Blackfish; they used to call them slipperies. Roundabout the turn of 

the century they were prevalent, that’s from some of the old timers, they told me about it. The first one I 

caught I didn’t know what it was. I caught very few of them. From the old timers back then there was a lot of 

cod, and yellowbelly. In my time there have been very few yellowbelly, the last one I caught was about 1960. 

The cod, oh roundabout 2 to 3 kilogram was the average size, the biggest one I ever caught was about 20 

kilogram, at that size they were an exceptional. The first place I ever seen a redfin was in Blowering. When I left 

Wellington there was no redfin and no European carp here, so they arrived after ’65. 

 

OH 19 

Ian Parks of Wellington was interviewed in February 2008 at an age of 40 years. 

I’m forty, my grandfather Syd Hubbard originally grew up in Wellington, then went to the war, then Cowra. 

He’d be ninety odd if he was alive now. He talked about a black bream that was in the Macquarie, but they 

were not the silver bream or Silver perch. And I heard him mention the Trout cod. He reckoned they were 

caught when he was a young fellow out around Ponto; the Hubbards were over from Maryvale way. He 

definitely talked about them that they were around when he was young. It was back in the 1970s when he told 

me about it. 

 

OH 20 

Frank Astell of Narromine was interviewed in April 2008 at an age of 80 years. 

I’m nearly 80, been on the Macquarie, been here nearly 80 years, born in 1929. When I was young in the river 

here was the carp, both the red and the black, and miles of Catfish. I remember once, I’d say I was 

approximately 10 years old, and we went out to a place called Euromedah Station, just before Good Friday. We 

got 99 Catfish in one night, that’s about 11 mile upstream from Narromine. We did not count them until we got 

home, we could have stayed and caught another to make a hundred. The biggest was about 2 to 3 pound and 

the ones you’d mainly get were a pound, pound and a half. Dave McNair got two Catfish about 4 inches long on 

a 2/0 hook at the reserve down there. A chap got a Catfish here I’d say a month ago that would go 5 to 6 

pound. In the late thirties Ted Collins and Wotty McIvor pulled up at the shop in a 1936 ute. They had been 

fishing at Gin Gin with nets and they had a Catfish of 9 pound with a big ‘V’ cut in its tail. They said it was 

caught small and somebody had cut a ‘V’ in it and released it! 

 

Back then cod were not so common as they have been over the last 20 years. When I was a bit of a kid you 

mainly caught Catfish and the black bream. And the yellowbelly, you get them, they’d swim over the Warren 

Weir and the Gin Gin Weir in a flood and you’d get them. You’d get them up to say 4 or 5 pound. Then you’d 

get the black bream or grunter, you might get a shoal of them, 20 to 30 on worms in the one place. They’ve 

thinned out but they’re still here. The biggest one I caught was out at Compton Station down the river, it went 

13.4 pound. It was just breaking day and I fished on the end of this beach and this storm came up. And I got this 

big bream. I showed Harry Guildford it and it was put on the scales in the butcher’s shop. Back then 2 to 3 

pound was the average. The Trout cod they’re bluey-green with a slight hump on the back of the head, the 

colours distinctly bluey. I caught them only recently, going back 8 to 10 years, but I never saw them when I was 

young. There was one caught here about eight months ago. No, even the old blokes, they didn’t talk about a 

Trout cod or any other type of cod around here. I pulled a lot of cod in over the years and never saw one. 

Nobody ever talked about them. Or a Macquarie perch or white eye, never saw them and nobody ever 

mentioned them being caught. And the slipperies they were never here to my knowledge, no way. 
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In the lagoons, well there isn’t many these days, they haven’t had water in them for so long.  A lot of the 

lagoons were creeks that would flood when the river filled and the stop running. In them you would get 

yellowbelly, the odd black bream, plenty of Catfish and an odd cod. There is one place out from Gin Gin, 

Ewanmar Creek, in a lagoon we used to get all of them there. And there was another fish like a bream but 

thinner, very silvery with a white belly, they were small, about half a pound, up to a pound and a half, had a 

very small mouth. They were no good to eat. There used to be a lot of them, but you would never get them on a 

line, only in the nets. They’d get in the nets and roll them all up. There was another place out on the marshes 

about thirty miles below Warren, the Narra Creek. This would be in the forties; an old chap on the corner here 

had a fruit shop. We went into the Narra Creek about half a mile from the Macquarie River and put four nets in 

and we got 70 to 80 yellowbelly, and Catfish. There was a place 3 miles up the river, old Trescothick owned it, 

my grandfather took me up there. There was 2 cod heads there, 20 to 30 pound, as gate posts!  I cant 

remember many cod being around when I was young, there was nearly no cod in the Macquarie in the late 30’s 

and early 40’s, not like there are now, then they started coming back. Now you can catch cod 5 to 6 inches 

long. I’ve caught them on swallows, on the chests of galahs, centipedes, frogs, grubs, now even on cheese. I 

remember we were out spinning in the fifties about 20 mile downstream. There was these trees leaning over, 

and the swallows had a nest in them. We finished with 5 cod over about 50 yards near those trees.  

 

OH 21 

Ken Jones of Narromine was interviewed in May 2008 at an age of 68 years. 

I was born in 1940, grew up near Braidwood on the Mongarlowe. In the Mongarlowe we used to catch what 

locals called the perch, they had the big hump on the head. We used to catch quite a number of perch, and 

good sized, up to 4 pounds, and quite a few about a pound. We caught the perch and the eels, which were 

prolific. Then the trout came in to their own. We used to get the trout in the little creeks in different areas 

around Braidwood, creeks that were 5 to 6 feet wide, 3 feet deep. Mainly rainbows 30 cm, up to 40 cm, and a 

few browns. They suddenly took off in about 55, 56, they became common in the river, oh yes, incredible, big 

thumpers up to 60 to 70 cm. Yes, the perch were still common when I left. In about January 59 I moved to 

Narromine. There was the cod; they were the most prolific, and the yellowbelly. The grunter or black bream, 

that’s what some call a Macquarie perch here, they were prolific, and the Catfish. The bream here are not the 

same as the perch in the Mongarlowe. The perch were beautiful to eat. The grunter’s become extinct here and 

the Catfish is an endangered species. I was out ten days ago and we caught nine Catfish, the largest was about 

15 cm, within five kilometres of the town. A friend a few days ago got seventeen, the longest was 40 cm.  

 

The Trout cod we’ve caught several of them since the late 90s, here in Narromine, and down towards Gin Gin 

as well. They’ve released them as fingerlings at Dubbo. I haven’t seen one since 2000. I’m quite sure I caught a 

couple of Trout cod in the late 70’s, around 78, 79, and I will say this they were nothing of any size, 40 cm 

maximum. I didn’t know what they were but they stood out, they really had the mottling or spots on them. 

They were very pale in colour with dark or black spots. I spoke to some old guys I knew over at Warren and they 

said over the years they had caught Trout cod in the past, what we had caught. Common, definitely not, they 

said they had never been a common fish, just odd ones. They were caught below Warren and about up to 

Narromine. In one instance this young bloke, he was going out with my daughter, it would be at least twenty 

years ago, we were down on the river and there was this drum net in the river. We pulled it up and there was 

one in it, about a foot long. The young bloke said ‘what is it, a trout? The mottling really stood out. 

 

When I first came to Narromine there were Brolgas everywhere, but they disappeared. In the past twelve 

months we have had about ten nesting magpie geese but the brolgas are still not here. Prior to Burrendong we 

had no problem with the Macquarie Marshes. Since then even with the marsh release a lot of the water has 

been channelled onto farms, that’s what I have put down to the Macquarie Marshes deteriorating. That’s why 

the birds have come here. 



 

 

 


